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July, 2014The University of Tennessee at Martin

National Champs!
Men’s Team 
Makes Histor y

The UT Martin Rodeo team won the 2014 National Men’s 
Team Title at the College National Finals Rodeo in Casper, 
Wyoming this June. It is the first time a team from east of  
the Mississippi had ever won a team title in the history of  
college rodeo. All of  our team members are from east of  the 
Mississippi River too. Coach Luthi remembers telling his 
athletes, “You have every bit the talent teams out west have, 
so let’s go have fun and see what we can accomplish”. Every 
team member scored points at the finals, a feat that might not 
have happened before. Each point was important, because 
without each of  the points the team would not of  won the 
title.

They went in with a determined attitude and a lot of  
confidence and it was apparent from the get go.  Tyler Waltz 
set the tone by winning the first round of  the bareback riding 
with an 82 point ride on Harry Vold’s great bucking horse, 
“Wrangler Valley”. Colt Kitaif  followed with a 78.5 ride on 
“Billy the Kid” to finish 3rd in the round. The next day in 
slack Clark Adcock had a blazing 8.3 run in the tie down 
roping to claim first place. The rest of  the team competed 
well and were all solid in the average. It was a super start and cont. on page 2

UTM was winning the nation after the first 
round was complete and they never relinquished 
the top spot. 

In the second round Tyler rode “Bad Kharma” 
for 78 points.  He split 3rd in the round and led 
the average. Tanner Phipps continued riding 
great in the bareback riding with an outstanding 
ride on “Jason’s Pride” for a score of  77 points 
and placed 5th in the round.  John Alley and 
Clark Adcock made a fantastic run on a tough 
steer in 6.3 seconds to finish 5th in the round.  
Clark continued his strong finals with an 8.8 run 
in the calf  roping. That had him splitting 8th in 
the round and leading the average.

The third round of  the bareback riding got 
really tough.  Tyler was 76, Colt 75.5 and 
Tanner 74.5 for top rides but just missed 
placing.  The UTM cowboys had some 
adversity when John and Clark’s team roping 
steer unexpectedly stopped in its tracks and they 
received a no time. However, Will Lummus 
rose to the occasion and placed in both the calf  
roping and steer wrestling. He was 9.5 in the 
calf  roping and 4.8 in the steer wrestling. UT 
Martin still had a small lead after 3 rounds and 
had qualified 3 cowboys into the Championship 
Short-go Round in 4 events: Tyler Waltz first 
in the bareback riding average, Clark Adcock 

National Champs on the bucking chutes at the CNFR!
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Men’s Team cont .

2014 National Champions!
(From left to right) NIRA commissioner Roger Walters, Colt Kitaif, Clark Adcock, John Alley, Coach John Luthi, Will 
Lummus, Tanner Phipps, Tyler Waltz and Assistant Coach Nelson Davis.

fourth in the tie down roping and Will Lummus in the 
sixth spot in both the tie down roping and the steer 
wrestling average.

Tyler drew Vold’s super horse, “Hypnotic” for the short 
go.  It didn’t have its best trip but Tyler did his part and 
scored 75.5 points to put him 3rd in the average and 
nation.  Will was up next in the tie down roping.  He 
figure 8 the tail on his calf  but made a determined 10.8 
run and he finished 4th in the average and nation.  It 
was Clark’s turn and he blazed to an 8.8 run.  That 
placed him 2nd in the round, the average, and the 
nation.  Clark tied 3 out of  4 calves in 8 seconds!  That 
left Will to compete in the steer wrestling.  He had 
drawn a good steer, but it crossed up the hazer and Will 
couldn’t get him caught and received a no time.

By this time UT Martin had built up a sizeable lead 
and had to wait to the very end of  the bull riding to 
see if  it held up.  It did and the team made history and 
brought home the first National Team Title to UT 
Martin.

Coach Luthi’s reaction was, “I feel so very blessed!  
I’m so proud of  these guys for competing so 

hard, preparing well, handling the pressure, and 
accomplishing the goal they set out to achieve. I feel so 
honored to bring this title back to Martin, Tennessee.  
There has been so much support over the years from 
so many people.  I know there are a lot of  people who 
had a big part in helping make this happen”.

Clark finished third in the nation in the men’s All-
Around competition and Will Lummus ended up sixth.

Start Unknown – Finish Unforgettable!
UTM Rodeo is now on twitter. Click on the 
link below to join in. Please follow us @UTM_
Rodeo.

Click on the bull to follow UTM Rodeo on Facebook

Hubbell photo

@UTM_Rodeo

https://twitter.com/UTM_Rodeo
https://www.facebook.com/utm.rodeo?ref=ts
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Mary Francis Gorsuch

Clark Adcock made an outstanding 8.8 run in the tie 
down roping Championship Round at the CNFR.

Clark Adcock on stage to receive his awards for 
finishing 2nd in the nation in the tie down roping at 
2014 CNFR.

Tyler Waltz thrills the crowd with an 82 point ride 
on Haryy Vold’s great bucking horse “Wrangler Val-
ley” winning the opening round at the 2014 CNFR.

Tyler Waltz (bareback) and Clark Adcock (tie down 
roping) receive their rings for winning the first 
round at the 2014 CNFR.

Hubbell photo

Hubbell photo
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Danelle and the National Champs!. Coach Luthi shows off the National 
Championship coaches buckle at the CNFR.

Coach Luthi holds the National Champion Men’s 
Team plaque.

Coach Nelson Davis rode his motorcycle all the way 
to Casper and back to Martin! (including the first 8 
hours in the rain!!)
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Great friends.

Katelyn Luthi is the first to see the official results 
and shares the moment with her Dad!

Nealey Dalton, John Alley, Tyler Waltz and 
Coach Luthi showing off their Dan Post Boots 
in the arena at the College Finals.
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Official Results of the 2014 College National Finals Rodeo!
Men’s Teams - Final
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Our fans!

The national champs and their first place plaques.

Tyler Waltz in opening ceremonies, being introduced 
as leading the average in the bareback riding coming 
into the championship short-go.

Waiting for the official results are Coach Luthi and 
Tanner Phipps.
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The University of  Tennessee is an EEO/AA/Title VI/Title IX/Section 504/ADA/ADEA institution in the provision of  its education and employment programs and services.  All qualified applicants will receive equal consideration for 
employment without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, pregnancy, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, physical or mental disability, or covered veteran status. In compliance with the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of  
Campus Security Policy and Campus Crime Statistics Act (The Clery Act), UTM’s annual security report includes statistics for the previous three years concerning reported crimes that occurred on or around the campus and UTM’s emergency 
response and evacuation procedures. You can view the report at http://www.utm.edu/departments/finadmin/publicsafety/annualreport.php or you may obtain a paper copy of  the report by contacting the Office of  Public Safety, 215 Hurt 
Street, Martin, TN 38238 or calling (731) 881-7777. Data on intercollegiate athletics program participation rates and financial support may be found at http://www.utm.edu/webshare/consumer_docs/09-10%20DOE-EADA%20Report.pdf  
and printed copies may be obtained through the Office of  Intercollegiate Athletics, 1022 Elam Center, Martin, TN 38238 or by calling (731) 881-7660.  E05-4105-00-010-14

“Everybody who has ever worn this 
orange vest, or been associated with 

this program owns a part of this 
Championship!” “At one point when we 

were close to losing this program, several 
of us banned together and refused to let 

it die, and under those circumstances we 
felt like Coach Luthi was the one to lead us 

through, and I believe we were right.”

-Nelson Davis

Newsletter Archives
If  you are interested in reading past rodeo team 

newsletters, please go to www.utmsports.com and 
click rodeo. On the right side click on this symbol

 

They will all be available there.

ESPNU will be airing a replay of the 2014 College National 
Finals Rodeo on August 15, at 7:00 and 8:00 eastern time.  
It is divided into 2 parts. The CNFR is the only rodeo ESPN 
broadcasts.

http://www.utmsports.com/page.cfm?id=62

